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Limited Warranty and Limitation of Liability

You shouid carefully read the following terms sad conditions. You will be
deemed to bave sccepied these terms and coaditions if you have wot returned
the product with your proof of purchase to your uRiD representative within
five days of the date of payment.

The orm “Products,” as used herein, means hardware, hardware parts, and
documentation soid by GRiD. '

1. Warranty

GRiD warrants that the Products 50id hereunder shall be free from defects in
materials and workmanship for a period of one year afier date of shipment.
Defective Products will be repaired or replaced, at GRiD’s option, by GRiD during
the warranty period. You sball notify GRID of the defective Product within the
one-year period, obtain a Product Repeir Order, and renurn the Product to GRID
along with proof of purchase data. If this Product is delivered by mail, you agree
to insure the Product or assume the risk of loss or damage in transit, 1o prepay
shipping charges (0 the warranty sefvice location. and o use the original shipping
containers or equivalent. Contact an authorized GRID Systems represeatative, call
the GRID Resource Center (GRC) at 1-800-284-GRID (4743), or write 10: GRiD
Systems Corporation, GRID Resource Center, 47211 Lakeview Blvd., P.O. Box
S003, Fremont, California 94537-5003, for further information.

You are responsible for removing any data or programs of keeping backup copies
prior 1 retunting Products 10 GRiD. GRiD shall not be liabie for ks of daa
contained in any returped equipment.

This warranty is oot valid if the Products have been misused, altered, neglected, or
if repairs are artempted by unauthorized personnel. Except as provided above,
GRID makes no warranties, expressed or implied, including any warranty of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpaose.



2. Limitation of Liability

In no eveat will GRiD be liable for special, incidental, or consequential
damages, bowever caused. GRiD’s liability under or for breach of this
agreemeat shall be limited to refund of the purchase price.

3. General

You shall not assign this Agreement nor any rights hereunder without the prior
written consent of GRID. GRID reserves the right 1o withhold such coasent for
any reason whatsoever. Subject to the foregoing, this Agreement shall bind and
inure 1o the benefit of the respective parties hereto and their heirs, personal
represen@tives, SUCCessors, and assigns.

The Terms and Conditions of this Limited Warranty and Limitation of Liability and
of the Class A Software License Agreement represent the entire Agreement
tetween GRiID and you relating 1o Proguct purchases and software licensing and
may oaly be modified in writing, signed by both parties.

By reading this agreement, you ackmowiedge that you understand it, and agree
to be bound by its terms and coaditioas.
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Statement

This equipment generates, uses, and can radiate radio frequency encrgy, and if not
installed and used in accordance with the instruction manual, may cause
interference with radio and television reception. This computer has been tesied and
complies with the limits for a2 Ciass A computing device pursuan: 10 Subpart J of
Part 15 of FCC Rules, which are designed t© provide reasonable protection against
such interference in a commetcial environment. Operation of this equipment in a
residential area is likely to cause interference, in which case you, at your own
expense, are reguired o take whatever measures are NECessary 1o correct the
interference (FCC, Part 15.818a).

The section DEALING WITH RADIC FREQUENCY INTERFERENCE, in
Chapter 8, describes some procedures that may correct the interference.

If necessary, consult the GRID Resource Center or an experienced radioftelevision
wechnician for additional suggestions. You may find helpful the FCC booklet How
to ldemify and Resolve Radio-TV Interference Problems. This booklet (Stock No.
004-000-00345-4) is available from the United States Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC 20402.

Canadian Department of Communications (DOC) Statement
This device does aot exceed the Class A limits for radio noise emissicns from

digital apparaus set out in the Radio Inierference Regulations of the Canadian
Deparmment of Communications.
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ABOUT THIS BOOK

T\mmamalmodtmywm:h:GRxDCASE’ 1535 EXP computer, a powerful,

lightweight, portable microcomputer. It shows you bow to set up your GRiDCASE
1535 EXP and gives you the basics of how to operate it.

To begin using your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP compuser, read the step-by-step setup
instructions given in Chapeer 1.

HOW THIS MANUAL IS ORGANIZED

This manual is organized as follows:

Chapter 1 explains how to set up and begin using your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP
computer. Read this chaper first.

Chapter 2 thoroughly describes the GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer. Every pant
of the computer is identified and explained.

Chapter 3 describes ail of the built-in options that are available for the
GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer. If you ordered any built-in opticas for your
computer, they are described bere.

Chapter 4 describes the options that are available to power your computer.
Chapter § describes the use of the internal diskette and the hard disk drives.

Chapter 6 describes the external diskette and tape drives that are available for use
with the GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer and explains how to connect them.

Chapter 7 provides information concerning the use of the expansion tray. Read
this chapeer if you plan 10 use the expansion tray.

Chapter 8 provides troubleshooting information.
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Chapter 9 provides maintenance information

Chapter 10 describes the special features of the GRID version of MS-DOS that is
available for use on the GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer. Information is also
pecvided on how (0 move your application programs and other fies from another
compurer to the GRIDCASE EXP.

The appendixes provide information oo modem testing, switch settings for printers,
computer specifications, and technical information that may be necessary when
installing expansion ¢ards in the expansion tray.

A postage paid Customer Response Card is provided at the end of this manuaj.
Owners and users are encouraged 1o use the caxt o comment oo the usefulness and
readability of the manual.

BOOKS YOU MAY NEED

You may want to refer to the following books for further information on using the
GRIDCASE 1535 EXP.

GRID386 User's Guide (Order Number: 022160-40), for information on how to use
the GRID386 program o configure the memory in your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP
computer. The GRID386 program is included with every GRiIDCASE 1535 EXP
computer; it aliows you w0 configure memary beyond 640 KB (kilobyies) as LIM
EMS (Lotus/Inel/Microsoft Expanded Memory Specification) memocy or as
extended memaory.

Internal Modem User’s Guide (Order Number: 965800-00), for information on how
10 use the 2400 baud modem and the MNP 2400 baud modem. This guide contains
detailed information on the command sets for each of these modems.

MS-DOS Reference: Release 3.3 (Order Number: 029517-40), for reference
information on using MS-DOS on GRiDCASE 1535 EXP computers.
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Model 3401 3V-inch High Density Pocket Diskente Drive Owner's Manua!l (Order
Number: 003401-40), for information on setting up and operating the 314-inch
pocke: floppy diskette drive.

Model 3402 5Va-Inch Pouch Diskente Drive Owner’s Manual (Order Number:
00340240}, for information on seting up and operating the SVa-inch
double-density pouch floppy disketie drive.

Model 3403 40 MByte Backup Tape Syston Owner's Manual (Order Number:
003403-40), for information on sening up and operating the tape drive.

Mode! 3404 5va.inch High Density Pouch Diskette Drive Owner’'s Manual (Order
Number: 003404-40), for information on setting up and operating the Sva-inch
high-density pouch floppy diskette drive.



CHAPTER 1:
SETTING UP YOUR GRiDCASE 1535 EXP
COMPUTER

This chapter describes how 0 prepare your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP. computer for
use. [t covers checking the coments of the shipping box, seting up the computer,
starting up (booting) the operating sysiem, sexing a password, and closing the
-computer for gavel

NOTE: This chapter does not address attaching the expansion tray.
For this informarion, refer 10 Chapeer 7.

CHECKING THE CONTENTS OF THE BOX

Figure 1-1 shows the parts included in the computer shipping carton. The
expansion way is packed separately in jts own shipping carwon.

Figure 1-1. Conterts of Shipping Carton
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Check for shipping damage or missing pans. If any equipment is missing or
damaged. immediaiely contact an authorized GRID Systems representative, call the
GRiD Resource Center (GRC) at 1-800-284-GRID (4743), or write to0: GRIiD
Systems Corporation, GRiD Resource Center, 47211 Lakeview Bivd., P.O. Box
5003, Fremont, California 94537-5003, for further information.

Keep the shipping cartons and all original packing materials in case you need to
retumn your GRiDCASE 1535 EXP for upgrading or service. Do nox ship the
computer to GRIiD Systems until you have received prior authorization from the
GRC or your GRiD Systems representative.

The internal/external AC power pack shipped with your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP is
used to power the computet. In addition to the power pack, there are other
available options for powering your system. Chapter 4 explains all of these options.

STARTING UP YOUR GRIDCASE 1535 EXP COMPUTER

This section explains bow to get your computer up and running quickly. It does
Dot cover connecting printers, conpecting extermal drives, or connecting expansion
rays. If you want o connect 2 prinier, an external drive, or an expansion tray
before starting your computer for the Grst time, refer to Chapters 2, 6, and 7,
.respectively.

MS-DOS and GRiD386 have already been installed for you on the internal hard
disk, if your system has one. GRID386 is a progrem that allows yau to coafigure
some or ajl of the extended memory in your computer as EMS (Expanded Memory
Specification} memory. Refer o the GRID386 User’s Guide for details.

Begin by clearing a sturdy, flat wark surface.

You should have on hand the power pack you plan on using to power the
computer. This can be the internal/external AC power pack inciuded with your
computer, the opdonal internal beuery pack, or the opional external hatiery pack.
For information on powering your computet, see Chapter 4.
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NOTE: [If vou have attached an expansion uay to your GRIDCASE
1535 EXP, you cannot us¢ any intemal power supply, of the
computer will not start up when you (urn it on.

Further, if vour computer is equipped with a plasma screen,
you cannot use the internal/external AC power supply
imernally. (In this circurnstance, you ¢an use the internal
battery pack if the expansion tray is not anached. See Chapter
4 for the tanery power opticn available with the expansion
ttay attached.)

To set up and start the computer, follow the steps lisied below.

1. Make sure the power switch
is off.
The power switch is on the
back of the computer at the far
left as you face the rear of the
computer. Press the botom of
this switch to turn off the com-

puter. | A :

2. Pull down the computer’s
handle/leg (optional).
You can use the leg to improve
your viewinghtypi .
Pivex the handle on the back of

___the computer down- 90 wact- — — |
as a keg. Do not exiend the leg
if you intend to atach the €x-
pansion tray (o the computer.

13
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CAUTION

Make sure that the power switch is turned off before
connecting the power pack or batiery pack.

3a. If you are using the

internal/external AC power
pack externaily, connect it t0
the coasputer and plug it in.
Plug one end of your power
pack cord into the DC input
connector oa the back of the
computer and the other end imo
the AC power pack. Thea piug
one end of your power cord
into the power cord socket on
the AC power pack, and the
other end into 2 wall outlet that

accepes a three-prong grounded
plug. If you use a plug
adapter, make sure it is prop-
erly grounded. If you have 3
100 MB bard disk, you must
use the AC power pack exser-
naily.

3b. If you sre using the internal
battery pack, insert it into the
computer.
NOTE: If you have attached
an expansion tray o your com-
nal battery pack. The computer
will not start up when you turn
it on.

Hoid the bettery pack with the
label facing you. Insert it into

the power pack/sccessory siat
on the back of the computet
until it clicks into place.
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3¢. If you are using the
internal/external AC power
pack internalily, insert it into
the computer.
Hoid the AC power pack with
the power cord socket facing
you. Plug one end of the
power cord into the power cord
socket on the back of the
power pack. Insert the power
pack into the power pack/acces-
sory siot on the back of the
computer until it clicks inw
place. Then plug the other end
of the power cord into a wall
outlet that accepts a ibree-
proag plug. If you use a plug
adapter, make sure it is prop-
erly grounded.

CAUTION

If you have a 100 MB (megabyte) hard disk, a plasma display,
or an aached expansion Ry, you must use the AC power
pack externally. That is, the AC powet pack must not be
inserted into the computer (see Chaprer 4).
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4. Lift up the screes,
The screen is locked to the
frame by one latch on each
side. Puil these latches toward
you and lift the screen.

If your computer is equipped

with the optional internal hard
disk, skip to Step 7.

CAUTION

The screen must be treated with care. Never use abrasive
substances on the screen.  For complete information oa
cleaning the screen, see the section CLEANING YOUR
GRIDCASE 1535 EXP COMPUTER, in Chapter 9.

5. Write protect the operating
system diskette (optional).
To protect the data on your
314-inch operating system disk-
ette, slide the write-protect ab
on the back side of the diskeue
until the hole is uncovered.

18
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6. [Insert the operating system
diskette in the internal disk.
ette drive until it clicks into
place. (This step is not re-
quired if you have the operst-
ing system in ROM.)
Hold the diskette with the label
facing upwards and the metal
edge closest to the disk drive
opening. Insem it into the imer-
nal diskeste drive. An arrow on
the diskente shows the proper di-

7. Turn the computer oa.
Press the top of this switch r—] \
10 turn oa the compuzer. i Y
Power Switch

/
[ — a i
A
—

il

|

Sl |

When you turn on the power, the computer runs 2 self-iest and loads the MS-DOS
operating system into main memary (RAM) from read oaly memory (ROM), from
the 314-inch diskette in the internal diskette drive, or from the hard disk. This
taices berween 10 and 20 seconds, depending on your system'’s configuration.
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NOTE: [ you have the operating system in ROM, the computer wili
load 1t unless you designate otherwise. If you want 1o use an
operating system locaed on another disk or diskene device,
see the section STARTING UP THE OPERATING SYSTEM
(BOOTING), below, for instructions.

When the loading is finished, the initial operating system screen is displayed.

You may want to adjust the screen angle by tilting the screen to the desired
position. Also, depending on the lighting conditions, you may need to adjust the
contrast/brightness of the screen using the contrast/brightness control switch o the
right of the screen. Units equipped with LCD screeas also bave an LCD backlight
brightness switch immediately to the left of the screen. Slide this switch up 10
increase screen readability in areas where ambient lighting is poor.

Note that increasing the brightness of the computer’s screen will increase power
consumption and, therefore, decrease batery life.

If you want to connect any other devices 10 your computer, such as 2 printer or
pocket floppy diskette drive, see the section THE REAR VIEW, in Chapeer 2, and

see Chapeer 6.
CAUTION

To avoid damaging your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer,
before connecting or disconnecting any external device,
always wrn off the power of both the GRIDCASE and the
external device. The GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer
contains Jow power circuitry, which can be damaged by static
discharge. Static discharge occurs any time you cononect of
disconnect any external device (printer, storage device, power
pack, and so on) on the computer when the power is on.
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If You Have an Internal Hard Disk

If your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer has an interna] hard disk, the hard disk is
already formatied and contaias all the MS-DOS operating system files. You can
load MS-DOS from the hard disk simply by wrning the computer on.

To load programs and data onto the hard disk, you nced either a ROM cartridge or
a floppy diskette drive. If you do not have access o an external drive, cail your
GRiD representative for more information and assistance.

If you shoukd ever need to reload MS-DOS onto the bard disk, use the SYS
command to copy the operating system from a diskette in an attached floppy
diskette drive 1o the hard disk.

STARTING UP THE OPERATING SYSTEM (BOOTING)

Whenever you trn on the GRIDCASE 1535 EXP, it Joads the MS-DOS operating
system from either ROM, the hard disk, or a diskeue into main memory (RAM).
Loading the operating system in this way is sometimes called a cold start-up or a
cold boot.

When you coid start the computer, it follows 2 specific arder when chaosing the
siorage device from which to koad the operating system software. This device
ordering is shown in Table 1-1. Thbe computer first searches for the operating
systemn sofrware in ROM, and if it does nor find the sofrerare there, it Jooks on the
hard disk, if your sysiem is equipped with one. If your sysiem does not have a
tard disk, the computer looks on drive A (either the internal floppy diskene drive
or an anached floppy disketre drive set as drive A).

NOTE: Onsystems equipped with an external floppy diskette drive
and a hard disk (and no MS-DOS ROMs), the operating
sysiem is always joaded from the hard disk, uniess you
explicitly override the normal search sequence (see deiow).
This is uyniike most ather PC/AT-compatible computers, which
search for the operating system on floppy diskete drive A
before Jooking oo the hard disk.
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You can override the order in which the computer searches devices and choose the
device from which you want the computer to load the operating sysiem software.
To start from another device, press the key indicated in Table 1-1 after you wrn on
the computer and the beep sounds. For exampie, to start from an external floppy
diskette drive A on a system equipped with 2 hard disk, you would turn oo the
power, wait for the beep to sound, and then immectiately press F. On computers
equipped with a bard disk and an external diskette drive, E and F are identical.

NOTE: [f the computer does siart up from ROM, it executes the
CONFIGSYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files on the device 0
which the ROM is appended, if these files are found there.
For example, if you start up from ROM, and the ROM is
appended w drive C, the CONFIG.SYS and
AUTOEXEC.BAT files on drive C are executed. See the
section READ ONLY MEMORY (ROM), in Chapeer 10, for
more informatioa about ROM.

Table 1-1. Order of Devices Searched During Loading

Device Key

Read Cnly Memory

(ROM)

Hard Disk H

Floppy F (Internal diskete drive, if you have one;
otherwise, external diskette drive)

External Floppy € (Extermal floppy disketse drive, if you bave both

internal and external drives or external drive only)
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WARM RESTART

Once stan-up is complete, you may on occasion find it necessary to restart vour
computer again as you work. For example, it may be necessary to restan your
computer if the software you are using locks up the computer.

At this point, you should reboot the computer by pressing and holding the Ctri and
Alt keys and then pressing the Del key:

.

This method, called a warm restart or warm bocot, resians the operating system
while leaving your power supply on. This saves wear and tear on the power supply
and power switch, and the booting time is faster than if you pressed the power
switch. A warm restart also uses less battery power than a coid start.

To override the normal start-up device search sequence during a warm restart, press
the key indicated in Table 1-1 immediately after the computer beeps.

If the warm restart method is unsuccessful, turn the computer Off. Then wait
several seconds befors wrning the computer on again: This easures (hat the
software is Joaded properly.
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SETTING A PASSWORD

The GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer provides the ability w0 protect your file
sysiem from unauthorized use by allowing you to set a password. If you set a
password on your computer, you will be required to enter the password each time
you tirn on or restart the computer.

To set or change a password, type the following command at the MS-DOS system
prompe:

C>SETPASS

The password screen is displayed, giving you the ability to add a new password,
change an existing password, or disable the password. The password screen
provides all the instructions you need to use the password facility. Ooce you have
set (or enabled) a password, you must enter that exact password each time you turn
on or restart the computer to gain access to your files and programs. If you enter a
wrong password at the password prompt, your computer will restart each time until
you enter the correct password.  If you forget your password, call the GRiD
Resource Center at 1-800-284-GRID (4743) to obtain a new password.

'Thepasswordsaeenalsoallowsyoumseleaammgelangmgefmyw
password prompt. The prompt reguesting the password each time you turn on or
restart your computer is displayed in the language selected as the message language.



SETTING UP YOUR GRIDCASE 1535 ExP COMPUTER

R e e D L e R S P T e R,

CLOSING YOUR GRIDCASE 1535 EXP COMPUTER

To prepare your GRIDCASE 1535 EXP computer for wavel, follow the sieps listed
below:

1. Sawve any files you are working on. Refer 1o the documeniation for vour
applicauion program for information on saving files.

CAUTION

{f you have an inernai hard disk, wait until the disk in-use
light on the front of the computer goes owt before you wrn off
the power. This ensures that you won't lase any data. The
rard disk in-use light indicates when disk access s occurring;
wrning Off the power during disk access couid cause loss of
data.

2. Tum off any external devices connected (o the computer.

3. Remove your working diskette from the internal diskette drive, if yow
computer is equipped with one.

4. Tum the computer power switch off.

5. Close the screen panel. Press it down gently until you hear it click shut.

6. Disconnect all cords and cables from the computer,

Your GRIiDCASE 1535 EXP computer is now ready 10 move. Doa’t forget your

peripberals, cables, disketies, manuals, and any aCCESSOries you Warz 1o take with
you.





